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CONGRESSMAN HODES PLEDGES TO FIGHT FOR MORE SPECIAL ED MONEY

CONCORD – U.S. Rep. Paul Hodes (D-District 2) announced today he is cosponsoring legislation that would fully fund the federal share of special education in public schools by 2011.

“I believe that you can judge a society by how it treats its most vulnerable members. And children, especially disabled children, are one of our most vulnerable groups among us.  So today we ask ourselves -- how are we doing? How is this group doing under our care?  And the answer is -- not very well,” Hodes said this morning..

Hodes came to Concord to accept a Senate resolution sponsored by Senator Molly Kelly (D-Keene). Kelly presented Hodes personally with a copy of the resolution, calling for full funding of the federal government’s share of the cost of special education. The resolution, Senate Concurrent Resolution 4, passed 24-0 in the Senate and passed on a voice vote in the House earlier this year. 
When the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act passed in 1975, requiring public schools to educate children with disabilities, the government pledged to pay 40 percent of special education costs. But funding has never reached even half that -- currently the federal government contributes about 17 percent of the national average per pupil cost for special education services. President Bush has proposed to reduce that figure further, Kelly noted.
“This has become a heavy burden for children, for families, for taxpayers and for school boards who struggle to provide an appropriate, high quality education for ALL students,” Kelly said.
Hodes said he will be supporting legislation (H.R. 526) by U.S. Rep. John Larson (D-Conn.) that would bring federal funding up to the 40 percent level over the next four years.

“I am here today to announce my co-sponsorship of the Fully Funding for IDEA Now Act. This bill ensures that the federal government pays the full 40% it is obligated to pay.  This bill is in line with our priorities as a nation and as a state.  Many refer to IDEA funding as a civil rights issue, and I believe they are correct.  Every member of this society has the right to a free and decent education, and we all benefit when special needs children get the help they deserve,” he said.                                                                 –more-
Hodes also noted that the proposed House spending bill that covers special education (H.R 3043) would increase federal funding  of state grants for special education by $559 million dollars or 5.2 percent over the 2007 funding level. President George W. Bush has proposed a drop in funding of $271 million or 2.7 percent less then the 2007 level.
Also urging action on the issue today was Deputy Commissioner Mary Heath, of the state Department of Education, Dean Michener, associate director of the New Hampshire School Boards Association and Richard Cohen, executive director of the Disabilities Rights Center.

“Fulfilling the promise made in 1975 to students with disabilities is critical,” Heath said.

“We have made good progress on opening public schools to children with disabilities, and many students with disabilities are benefiting from a quality education. But if we are to provide true equal opportunity to all children, without overburdening and making localities and schools resistive, more federal funding is needed,” Cohen said.  
 “The U.S. House and Senate are poised to make critical decisions in September that could significantly increase funding levels for IDEA and several other federal programs.  Now is the time for leadership and strong support in providing greater resources to our schools,” Michener said.
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