     Remarks Of Richard Cohen, Executive Director, Disabilities Rights Center
                              Rolling Gourmet Inaugural—July 26, 2005
We are at the Common Man today for three reasons:  to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the ADA, the Americans with Disabilities Act, to honor Lauri DeMayo, a courageous and wonderful woman, who passed away so abruptly on July 5, 2005, and to launch the “Rolling Gourmet.”  All three events are connected.  Lauri who was 42 had a physical disability and had used a wheelchair for many years. She worked for the Alliance for Community Supports and was on the Board of Directors of the Disabilities Rights Center.  Lauri was dedicated to grass roots organizing in New Hampshire and advancing the goals of the ADA--to afford individuals with disabilities equal opportunity, economic self-sufficiency, independent living, and full participation in all aspects of community life.
Lauri led an active professional and personal life, but like many individuals with disabilities, could not always participate in all activities or access all places that most of us take for granted. This is because that despite the progress of the past 15 years, too many places and locations remain inaccessible to individuals with disabilities.  

The Concord Common Man restaurant represents the progress that has been made! It is accessible. It treats its customers with dignity, respect and courtesy.  This is why the DRC and the Spinal Cord Injury Association selected it as the launching site for the Rolling Gourmet and the first recipient of the Lauri DeMayo Certificate of Appreciation for Accessibility.  

The Rolling Gourmet, not to be confused with the Phantom Gourmet or the French Gourmet or gluttons like myself, will allow restaurant patrons with or without disabilities to rate New Hampshire’s restaurants on accessibility as well as on service and food.  

In this day of consumer activism and customer satisfaction it is another great tool to help achieve the goals of the ADA and Lauri DeMayo’s dream.  By publicly recognizing establishments that are fully accessible and pointing out those that need improvement, we hope to hasten the process by which all locations become accessible. 
Our hope is to expand this concept to other businesses as well. As others have said, accessibility is not only the law, but it is good business.  
