July 15, 2005
For Immediate Release:

The Rolling Gourmet: Guide to New Hampshire Restaurant Accessibility will be Rolled out on Fifteenth Anniversary of ADA 

Contact: 
Julia Freeman-Woolpert, Disabilities Rights Center, 228-0432 or juliaf@drcnh.org. 
Lisa Thompson, New Hampshire Chapter, National Spinal Cord Injury Association, 479-0560 or lthompson@nhspinal.org
The Disabilities Rights Center and the NH Chapter, National Spinal Cord Injury Association are delighted to announce the “rollout” of the Rolling Gourmet, New Hampshire’s Guide to Restaurant Accessibility. 

On July 26, the fifteenth anniversary of the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Disabilities Rights Center will hold a celebration and press conference at noon at the Common Man in Concord. The first Certificate of Appreciation for Accessibility will be awarded at that time to The Common Man.
In the years since the ADA became law, access to restaurants and other public places has improved tremendously. However, many restaurants remain inaccessible or only partially accessible. For people who use a wheelchair, dining out is not as simple as finding an appealing restaurant in the phone book and then rolling on down. You may not be able to get in the front door, or the floor plan may be so crowded you can’t easily get to a seat, or the restrooms may be inaccessible.
Access to restaurants is especially important due to the popularity in American culture of eating out, and the significance that dining out together has in American life. Restaurants are the place for getting together with friends, conducting business or networking with colleagues, and celebrating special occasions. Many major life events involve gatherings at restaurants, such as birthdays, parties, weddings and graduation receptions. Participating in these events requires access to the facilities they are held in. Accessible restaurants are essential for full participation in community life. 

Jen Boisvert, a Director of the New Hampshire Chapter, National Spinal Cord Injury Association, recalls a bad experience at Ronaldo’s in Hampton a few years ago. She and three friends had planned a dinner together at a restaurant. She called Ronaldo’s and was told it was accessible, so they went ahead and made plans. When they arrived, however, she had difficulty right away just getting to the door: there was no curb cut to get up to the sidewalk. Once inside, the dining room was so crowded that many people had to move just so she could get to her table. The bathroom was inaccessible too, with no room to maneuver. It was a humiliating and unpleasant experience. 
The DRC has developed an interactive guide to restaurant accessibility that will look at:

· parking 

· getting into the restaurant 

· inside access 

· restroom access 

· accommodations
· overall experience
The public is invited to rate restaurants for accessibility and use the online guide to find out what other restaurants have been rated. While the ratings will focus mainly on physical access, there is room for comments about friendliness and other accommodations. This will not only be a guide for accessible dining, but also serve as encouragement for restaurants to become fully accessible.

The Rolling Gourmet is on the web at: http://www.drcnh.org/restaurant.htm. 
The Disabilities Rights Center is dedicated to eliminating barriers existing in New Hampshire to the full and equal enjoyment of civil and other legal rights by people with disabilities.
